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mine who received the 2004 Safety Education 
Hero Award from the Home Safety Council. 
Shirley Copeland, a safety educator from 
Alachua County, Florida, is this year’s hero. 
The Safety Education Hero Award recognizes 
excellence in home safety education each 
year, and is presented for fire safety education 
that saves a life or avoids a disaster. The 
Home Safety Council in partnership with the 
Congressional Fire Services Institute (CFSI) 
and the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) sponsor this distinction. Copeland 
conducted a fire safety lesson with the chil-
dren at Terwilliger Elementary School as part 
of the Alachua County Fire Department’s 2003 
Fire Prevention Month outreach program. She 
used NFPA’s Fire Prevention Week (FPW) 
campaign materials, ‘‘When Fire Strikes: Get 
Out! Stay Out!’’ During her presentation, 
Copeland explained the importance creating 
and practicing a family home fire escape plan, 
with an emphasis on conducting nighttime fire 
drills. Students received fire escape work-
sheets, which they took home to complete 
with their families. 

Copeland’s lessons made quite an impres-
sion on Paul Jones (age 11) and Paige Jones 
(age 10) who immediately shared Copeland’s 
information with their mother. The family dis-
cussed the steps of their fire escape plan, in-
cluding quickly exiting the home, calling 9–1– 
1 from a neighbor’s home and meeting at a 
designated area. Remembering Copeland’s 
message about the importance of nighttime 
fire drills, the siblings asked their mother to 
awaken them in the middle of the night to put 
their home fire escape plan into action. 

Less than a month later on December 6, 
2003, the family’s preparation was put to the 
test. In the middle of the night as the family 
slept, sparks from the fireplace ignited a piece 
of furniture. Following the family’s rehearsed 
escape plan, they swiftly fled to a neighbor’s 
home, met at their designated meeting spot 
and dialed 9–1–1. 

Brenda Proctor now attributes her family’s 
safe escape to Shirley Copeland’s informative 
and memorable teachings. Learning of the in-
cident, Copeland visited the family at their 
temporary home where she made sure they 
had working smoke alarms and a new fire es-
cape plan. Mr. Speaker, Ms. Copeland re-
ceived the 2004 Safety Education Hero Award 
on May 5, 2004 from the Home Safety Council 
during the annual CFSI National Fire and 
Emergency Services Banquet here in Wash-
ington, DC. I had the honor of meeting Ms. 
Copeland and am proud that this hero will 
continue to work and promote fire safety in the 
6th District of Florida. 
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Mr. JEFF MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate Doctor C. David 
Smith for receiving the honor as Florida’s 
2004 Family Physician of the Year. 

Dr. Smith has an extraordinary beginning to 
his career. He graduated second in his class 
from the University of Florida medical school 
in 1979. With a promising career in medicine, 

he began his residency at the University of 
South Alabama. However, in 1980 with not 
even a year of residency under his belt, he re-
ceived word that his hometown hospital in Jay, 
Florida would close due to the lack of physi-
cian manpower and financial resources. Dr. 
David Smith followed his love of medicine and 
people and relocated back to his hometown, 
insuring that the hospital would continue to 
serve his neighbors in the rural community of 
less than 600. 

During his 23-year tenure, Dr. Smith serves 
patients from his community and the sur-
rounding area in his private practice, the 
emergency room, acute care center, hospital 
and nursing home. He is also the team physi-
cian for the local high school football team and 
even has time to make house calls. 

Among his supporters, his patients offer the 
most passionate tributes. A community citizen 
whose family was comforted by Dr. Smith 
noted, ‘‘The community is blessed to have this 
man among us. If we could have a statue in 
Jay of a hero, it would be Dr. David Smith, 
physician extraordinaire, humanitarian by gift 
of God, and our beloved rural doctor.’’ 

Thanks to his leadership, intellect, and altru-
istic character, he revived the medical commu-
nity and put rural hospital care in the medical 
spotlight. Jay Hospital and Northwest Florida 
communities are very fortunate to have such a 
distinguished family physician who has a gen-
uine concern for people. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I would like to congratulate and 
offer my sincere appreciation to Dr. C. David 
Smith for his service in the communities of 
Northwest Florida. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to pay tribute to Lieutenant 
General Garry L. Parks, the Deputy Com-
mandant, Manpower and Reserve Affairs, 
soon to retire and return to private life after 
more than 35 years of proud service as a 
United States Marine. The departure of Gen-
eral Parks marks not merely the end of an il-
lustrious career replete with many honors; it 
also marks the beginning of several initiatives 
that, by virtue of his strategic vision, will en-
sure the continued success of the Marine 
Corps into the 21st century. 

A native of Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, Gen-
eral Parks graduated from the Citadel with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1969. 

After completing The Basic School, he was 
assigned to the 1st Marine Division in the Re-
public of Vietnam, where he served with dis-
tinction in a variety of positions to include pla-
toon commander and company executive offi-
cer with the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion. For 
his heroism under fire, General Parks was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat 
‘‘V’’. Next, General Parks served as a com-
pany commander with 2d Battalion, 3d Ma-
rines. General Parks’ later assignments in-
clude Company Commander, Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot, Parris Island, South Carolina; 
the Infantry Officers Advanced Course, Fort 

Benning, Georgia, where he graduated on the 
Commandant’s List; and company com-
mander, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines, Okinawa, 
Japan. 

General Parks was an honor graduate at 
Marine Corps Command and Staff College; 
Commanding Officer, Recruiting Station, Ra-
leigh, North Carolina; and the Joint Program 
and Budget Coordination Officer in the Re-
quirements and Programs Division, Head-
quarters, U.S. Marine Corps. 

While assigned to the First Marine Division, 
General Parks served as Executive Officer, 
5th Marines; Commanding officer, 2d Bat-
talion, 5th Marines; and Commanding Officer, 
9th Marines. While serving as Chief of Staff, 
Marine Forces Pacific, he was selected to 
Brigadier General. He next served as Com-
manding General, Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot/Western Recruiting Region; Deputy Di-
rector for Politico-Military Affairs on the Joint 
Staff; and Commanding General, Marine 
Corps Recruiting Command. 

General Parks will continue to serve as the 
Deputy Commandant, Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs until his retirement in June 2004. While 
serving in this position he devoted his enor-
mous personal energy into implementing man-
power programs and policies to ensure the op-
erating forces had the Marine Corps man-
power required to succeed in Operation En-
during Freedom I and II, and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom I and II and to also ensure that Ma-
rine families had the support they required 
during these most challenging times. 

Throughout his career as a United States 
Marine, General Parks demonstrated uncom-
promising character, and a sincere, selfless 
sense of duty to his beloved Marine Corps 
and to the Nation. His powerful leadership in-
spired Marines to tremendous success no 
matter the task, and achieved results that will 
guarantee the United States’ security into the 
future. 

On behalf of my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle, I would like to recognize General 
Parks’ extraordinary accomplishments and his 
devoted service to the Nation. Congratulations 
to him, his wife Earlene, son Garry, and 
daughter Tammy on the completion of a long 
and distinguished career. 
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to an outstanding man, Dr. 
Robert Martin. This Friday, May 14, Dr. Martin 
will offer the first lecture at the Hayes Presi-
dential Center’s first annual ‘‘Hayes Lecture on 
Leadership.’’ This is a momentous occasion 
and an exciting time at the Hayes Presidential 
Center, which was the first Presidential library 
in the United States. 

In June 2001, Dr. Robert Sidney Martin was 
nominated by the President of the United 
States to be Director of the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services (IMLS); the U.S. 
Senate subsequently confirmed his nomination 
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